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The international law is closely related to the background of system in which it 
came into existence. On the one hand, international law is the realistic reflection of 
the background of system since the change of system influences the development of 
international law. On the other hand, as the requirement of hunman reason, 
international law guides construction of the contents of system, which means 
international law is not only the product of development of international economy, 
politics, morality and culture, but also the institutional platform on which the values 
of economy, politics, morality and culture are being constructed and regulated.  
Focusing on the changes of the international system as well as the mission of 
international law, this dissertation, through a historical examination and realistic 
analysis, firstly reveals the challenges and influence felt by international law as a 
result of the changes of international politics, economy, culture and morality; and 
secondly analyzes the response and the development of international law; and finally 
constructs and proves the modern mission and value of contemporary international 
law taking the interaction of Chinese peace development and the international legal 
order as an illustration. 
This dissertationis is divided into five chapters in addition to the introduction 
and conclusion. 
The first chapter mainly discusses the relationship between the international 
system and the social basis of international law, concluding that the international law 
is the result of the interaction among various essential factor of the international 
system and at the same time has its own values and dynamics. 
The second chapter reviews, through an empirical examination, the causal link 
between the evolution of international system and the development of international 
law, holding that the trend of the development of international community is the 















ever-increasing interdependence of the systems, the role of those constructing factors 
such as institution and conception are more evident.  
The third chapter researches mainly the challenge and influence of the change 
of international system and international society upon the function of contemporary 
international law, with a detailed analysis of the dilemma of the international law 
arising from sluggishness, fragmentation, and excessive instrumentalism with 
respect to the protective responsibility, the Iraq war and the pre-emptive self-defense 
attack.  
The fourth chapter, with focus on the value of system and the trend of 
international law, aims to construct the value of international law, pointing out that 
the value as well as the mission of contemporary international law is security, 
development, human rights, democracy, rule of law and justice.  
The fifth chapter, taking the interaction between the Chinese peace 
development and the international legal order as an example, analyzes in depth the 
influence of the rise of China upon the international legal order. On this basis, this 
dissertation further examines the possible ways and practical needs for promoting the 
international rule of law and constructing a fair, reasonable, democratic and effective 
internationallegal order.  
The conclusion part emphasizes that the study on the mission and value of 
international law is closely related to the construction of a new international order. 
Finally, this dissertation advocates to abide by current regulating norms and give full 
play to the value-constituting role of international law so as to promote th evolution 
of the system in an orderly and harmonious manner.  
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